DUI 
Everyone makes mistakes, but if those mistakes include driving while under the influence of alcohol or illicit drugs, there could be a mountain of legal misery in your future. The law offices of XXXXX and Associates can help you navigate the complicated Florida legal system and undo the damage caused by poor judgment on the road.

Under Florida Law, which affects those living and driving in the city of Miami, a person is guilty of DUI or DWI if he or she operates a vehicle under the influence of alcohol or any other chemical substance which impairs his or her ability. Specifically, a driver’s blood-alcohol level must register .08 or more grams of alcohol per 100 milliliters of blood (BAC level) or a breath-alcohol level of .08 or more grams of alcohol per 210 liters of breath (BrAC level). 

What Penalties Will I Face for DUI in Florida?

The penalty for DUI in Miami and throughout Southern Florida depends on the number of offenses on a person’s driving record. Florida levies particularly strict penalties for DUI and DWI offenses. A first time offense is a misdemeanor and can result in up to 180 days of jail time, up to a year of probation, a fine up to $500, up to a year of license suspension, 50 hours of community service or a per hour fine, required attendance at DUI School, and the impoundment of the vehicle for 10 days. 
If a first time offender’s BAC is over .15%, he or she might be subject to a jail sentence up to 270 days, a fine up to $1000, and the installation of an Interlock Ignition Device for up to six months to prevent future offenses. If DUI results in a traffic accident, the jail sentence can be increased to 364 days in jail.
It might seem that a first time offense is not a big deal, but under Florida law, first time DUI offenders face serious charges. Let the legal experience of XXXXX and Associates help you navigate the complicated legal system. Brook Anderson and Terrence O’Sullivan have decades of experience dealing with DUI charges and the Miami court system, and they can help you deal with your drunk driving offense.

What if this is not my first DUI offense?

Florida law increases penalties for DUI based on the number of times a person is charged. Second time offenders can face up to 270 days in jail with a year of probation, a fine up to $1000, license suspension, impoundment of the vehicle, required DUI School attendance, and the installation of an Interlock Ignition Device. Traffic accidents or BAC levels of more than .15% can result in the penalties listed above, extended time in jail and time with the Interlock Ignition Device. If a driver commits his or her second offense within five years of the first offense, a mandatory 10 days in jail is required.

Penalties are increased further if a person is guilty of a third DUI offense. If the third offense occurs within 10 years of the second offense, the driver is charged with a 3rd Degree Felony. This charge can result in up to five years in jail, five years probation, up to a $5000 fine, license suspension for 10 years, impoundment of the vehicle for 90 days, required attendance at Level 2 DUI School, and two years with the Interlock Ignition Device.

Fourth offense DUI charges are always 3rd Degree Felonies and depending on when they occur, might also be considered a second offense if the driver’s third offense was within five years. As a fourth offense DUI driver, you face the potential of permanent loss of your license.

Drivers might also face enhanced charges if a minor was in the vehicle at the time of offense. 

Nobody should face DUI or DWI charges in Miami on their own. The court system is complicated and drivers charged with DUI face serious penalties. Let XXXXX and Associates provide support if you have been charged with DUI in Florida.
 

